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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - Maury McDonnell

Dear Members:

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to extend Best Wishes to each of you and your families 
for a Happy Holiday Season!!!  I know that each of you has been  extremely busy with the holiday parties 
but hopefully the pace will slow down a little and allow you to enjoy time with your family on Christmas.

As we look forward to 2010, Joe Krenn and the Directors are putting together an excellent education pro-
gram which will allow all members to enhance their professional knowledge, continue their efforts to be-
come a Certified Club Manager, or earn sufficient continuing education credits to maintain the CCM certifi-
cation. In addition to the normal monthly education programs, efforts are being made to sponsor a mid 
Summer weekend education program which will allow our members to bring the family for a fun filled mid-
Summer break and also earn six hours of continuing education credit.  In October, 2010, Henry Marburger 
at Augusta Country Club is making plans to host a Challenge Golf Match with Managers and Superinten-
dents teaming up to compete against similar teams from the Carolinas Chapter.  More details on these excit-
ing events will be announced in the next few months.

Please check the Chapter website and recent emails concerning the upcoming Club Supervisors University.  
Jaime Walker has put together an outstanding education opportunity for club supervisors to enhance their 
management and leadership skills.  The First Class starts on January 12, 2010 so contact Jaime 
(jwalker@ansleygolfclub.org) to enroll members of your management team.

I also invite your attention to Joe Krenn’s comments in his article, New Year’s Resolution. Joe is right on 
about the importance of attracting new members to join the Chapter.  Like our clubs, new members are the 
lifeline for the continued success of any organization.  Please make a concerted effort to find a new member 
in 2010.

I look forward to seeing everyone at our January 11th meeting at the City Club of Buckhead.  If there is 
anything that the Board of Directors can do to be of assistance to you and your Club, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Maury P, McDonnell

Chapter President
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MANAGING DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE - Myra Whorton

This is the final Peach Review for 2009.  We hope you’ve enjoyed reading these  
quarterly newsletters. 

Remember, if you have information to share about a member manager, or news 
about your club, please email the information to gacmaa@bellsouth.net so that 
we may announce it to the entire Chapter.

Dues:  We still have outstanding dues.  Have you paid your 2010 dues? 

Membership:  Any new clubs, clubs with no member managers, or clubs with 
new managers in your area?  If so, please let me know we will contact them to 
join the Chapter so they can begin to receive the benefits available from the 
Georgia Chapter and National.

Certification: The Georgia Chapter has a total of 50 CCM’s and two CCE’s mem-
bers.  Congratulations to those of you with these designations!  

Club Supervisors University 2010: Have you signed up your supervisor(s) 
yet?  Go to www.gacmaa.org—Education — Club Supervisors University.  The first 
class begins on January 12 so register today!  You may also contact Jaime Walker 
at Ansley Golf Club jwalker@ansleygolfclub.org.

Website:  Remember you can log in to the chapter website at www.gacmaa.org 
and update your information.

Also be sure to go to the website and see all the updated information posted.

Roster:   The 2010 roster will be ready sometime in January.

Recipes:  If your chef has a special recipe please email it to 
gacmaa@bellsouth.net so that we can post it on the website for everyone to see.

Happy Holidays and a Very Happy New Year.

Myra Whorton
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Wine Society—Jeff Blais, CCM
,

Please donate a bottle(s) of wine for the National Conference wine auctionBY 
JANUARY 1st.   

Our goal is to get at least one quality bottle from each member club. 

This year Nat’l will be awarding the chapter that has the most bottles per clubs in the Chapter..

Meaning:if we have 50 clubs in our chapter…they want 50 bottles or more…one bottle per club .

We have two satellite locations to drop your bottle(s) of wine:  Joe Krenn at Cherokee T&CC 
(W. Paces Ferry) and Chris Clark at Atlanta Athletic Club.

If these are not convenient, please contact Jeff Blais -
jblais@greenislandcc.org or 706-324-7191 to arrange for pickup/delivery.

The Georgia Chapter will be giving a prize to the club donating the most bottles. 
The Club name will be entered into a drawing for the number of bottles donated. 

Thank you very much for your support of  the Georgia Chapter.

****************************

The following Clubs have donated to date – please add your club to this list today!
Ansley Golf  Club

Atlanta Athletic Club
Atlanta Country Club
The Big Eddy Club
Capital City Club

Cherokee Town & Country Club
Country Club of  Columbus
Dunwoody Country Club

Eagles Landing Country Club
Green Island Country Club

Idle Hour Country Club
The Landings Club
Peachtree Golf  Club

Piedmont Driving Club



EDUCATION - JOE KRENN , CCM

Wikipedia defines a New Year's resolution as a commitment that an individual makes to a project or the re-
forming of a habit, often a lifestyle change that is generally interpreted as advantageous. The name comes from 
the fact that these commitments normally go into effect on New Year's Day and remain until fulfilled or aban-
doned.  My purpose for this article isn’t to convince you to lose weight, save more money or spend more time 
volunteering, but to encourage you to take a more active role in your professional association.  GA CMAA is 
not much different than the club you manage every day.  The more involved and committed the members are 
to the organization, the more successful it becomes.

This past October your Governing Board passed the 2010 budget and as with most professional association 
budgets there are usually more expenses than revenue opportunities.  The success of the 2010 budget is predi-
cated on the addition of 12 new members, more educational opportunities and increased monthly vendor spon-
sorships.  This is where your help is needed.  Make the commitment to attend more meetings this year and 
bring a colleague with you.  The more managers we have attend the meetings, the easier it is for the vendors to 
see the value in sponsoring the meeting.  Also the more meetings you attend, the more opportunities you have 
to grow your network.

The following are the currently scheduled meeting dates, locations and topics for the first part of the year.  
(Changes may apply)
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Date Location Topic Speaker

Monday, January 11, 2010 City Club of 
Buckhead

ALL WORK, NO PLAY: NOT 
TODAY! -  
Become a master of handling 
stress instead of being a victim of 
how stress handles you.

Vincent Ivan Phipps

February 8-13, 2010 San Diego Annual Conference

Tuesday, March 16, 2010
Capital City 
Club Brook-
haven

Leveraging Social Networking to 
Build a Stronger Member Com-
munity

Representative From Members' First

Monday, April 19, 2010 Hawks Ridge Club officer's Day David Fey, executive director of the 
United States Golf Association,

Monday, May 17, 2010 Green Island 
CC You will hear from my Attorney! Bill Clifton, (Labor attorney)



Education con’t

So as the 2009 year comes to an end and you are making your New Year’s 
resolutions, please don’t forget to make a commitment to your professional career 
growth.  There is a reason you joined the GA CMAA Chapter, now take the next 
step and get involved.    Your friends and I will see you at the next meeting!

Joe Krenn, CCM

Vice President

******************************

TECHNOLOGY—Joe Krenn, CCM

Please be sure to go to www.gacmaa.org, log in with your username and 
password and update your profile.  This is important so that you can receive 
all information pertaining to CMAA.  If  you don’t have your username and 
password, please email gacmaa@bellsouth.net and they will email it to you.

Visit  www.gacmaa.org often to see updates for job openings, education, 
events, scholarship information and a lot more. 

If you have any “congratulatory” information, please be sure to email 
gacmaa@bellsouth.net so that  we can include it in the next Peach Review.
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SCHOLARSHIP—Jeff  Blais, CCM

Congratulations to the Chapters 2009  Scholarship Recipients!

1. Kate Hargrove
       Columbus State University

Communications Major

Senior

Green Island Country Club

2. Vernon Harris, Jr.
University of West Georgia

Business Management

Junior

Atlanta Athletic Club

3. Kareem Downer
Georgia State University

Hospitality Management

Junior

Ansley Golf Club

If  any of  these scholarship recipients are working at your club, please be sure to 
congratulate them on their achievement.  
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PEACH CLASSIC 

Please be sure to thank the sponsors who participated in the Peach Classic.  

Go to the link below for the list of sponsors:

http://www.gacmaa.org/Default.aspx?p=DynamicModule&pageid=258914&ssid=120781&vnf=1 

The Georgia Chapter would like to thank those managers  and member clubs who partici-
pated in the Peach Classic.  Your participation is a large part of what makes this annual 
event a success.

Once we have a date and location for the 2010 Peach Classic please mark it on your cal-
endar and start spreading the word to your vendors. 
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Perdue: Lake Lanier Georgia's best option for drinking water

Gov. Sonny Perdue declared Friday that Georgia’s best option in the tri-state water dispute is to fight to keep Lake 
Lanier as the Atlanta region's main source of drinking water.
Other options for capturing and controlling more water could cost the state billions of dollars and jack up water 
rates by as much as 54 percent, according to the governor’s Water Contingency Task Force.
Besides, the task force reported Friday, those options could not be done quickly enough to cover the Atlanta re-
gion’s projected 280-million-gallon-per-day deficit. That deficit could result in 2012 if Georgia fails to work out a 
water-sharing agreement with Alabama and Florida and loses Lanier as a source of drinking water, task force mem-
bers said.
The federal judge in the longstanding water rights case between the states has given Georgia until July 2012 to 
reach such an agreement. After that, under the judge’s July ruling, the Atlanta region would be forced to find other 
sources of drinking water.
“Lake Lanier is absolutely our best option,” Perdue told his task force before it met at Georgia Tech Friday. “It is 
economically and environmentally the best option. We will continue to pursue as vigorously as we can the reau-
thorization” of water withdrawals from Lake Lanier.
Earlier this week, Republican US Rep. Nathan Deal of Gainesville made an initial attempt in Congress to do just 
that.
Deal -- who is campaigning to replace Perdue as governor -- proposed that Congress should direct the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to authorize all federal reservoirs in Georgia for water supply usage. Deal asked that his pro-
posal be included in a sweeping water resources bill next year.
Perdue, meanwhile, is scheduled to meet with Florida Gov. Charlie Crist and Alabama Gov. Bob Riley Tuesday in 
a fresh effort to work out a compromise.
“I would hope that Gov. Riley and Gov. Crist and I could have a group hug and we could agree on a water alloca-
tion between our three states,” Perdue told reporters after the task force meeting.
Perdue’s task force is preparing to send its final recommendations to him by the end of this month, in time for 
state legislators to consider them when they convene in January. Among the options the task force is considering 
are starting more voluntary water conservation measures, stopping leaks in the region’s water systems and building 
more reservoirs.
A federal judge ruled in July that Congress never authorized Lake Lanier to be used for the region's drinking water 
when the lake was created with federal funds in the 1950s. Atlanta has been illegally tapping the lake for decades, 
taking water from the Chattahoochee River that should have flowed to Alabama and Florida, U.S. District Judge 
Paul Magnuson ruled.
Magnuson ordered that Atlanta's allocation of water from the lake revert to 1970s levels if Congress doesn't ap-
prove a solution within three years. On Nov. 18, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced it would tighten 
the spigot at the lake based on Magnuson's ruling if the three states don't reach a compromise by July 2012. Geor-
gia is appealing Magnuson’s ruling.
When a reporter asked Perdue how Georgia could get a time extension from the judge if it can't reach a solution 
by July 2012, the governor replied: “That remains to be seen.” But he later said he expects the judge will consider 
the task force’s work as an indication “that we have taken steps -- we have not sat back and waited on the Manna 
from Heaven.”

This information came from a recent article in the AJC.



JANUARY MEETING SPONSOR AT  CITY CLUB OF BUCKHEAD

Global Allies is the leading manufacturer of premium task and banquet 
chairs with an emphasis on design, quality, and comfort. The company is 
steadfast in its mission to provide the highest quality chairs to country 
club, resort and hotel properties.  Its line of banquet/stacking chairs 
features contemporary, modern, fresh styling and exceeds the daily 
demands of banquet and club operations. 

Global Allies has raised the bar for design within the category - providing clubs, 
hotels, and resorts an opportunity to brand and market their public function areas. 
Its upscale designs represent a noticeable departure from the typical commercial 
stack-able chair, empowering its customers to increase and maintain revenues by 
presenting a more sophisticated environment.                                                                                    

For more information on how you can upgrade your dining rooms and 
ballrooms visit Global Allies online at: globalallies.com or call 
415.453.6041.
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WELCOME TO THE GEORGIA CHAPTER

New Members

Zeke Larson, Assistant F&B Manager, Capital City Club, Brookhaven

Farzad Ruchi, General Manager, The Chatham Club

John Vega, Assistant F&B Manager, Capital City Club, Brookhaven

IF YOU ARE AWARE OF ANY POTENTIAL NEW MEMBER , PLEASE INVITE THEM TO AN 
UPCOMING MEETING AS A CMAA GUEST, AND LET US KNOW IF THEY ARE ATTEND-

ING SO THAT WE CAN HAVE A NAME BADGE PREPARED AND GET THEM INTRO-
DUCED.  (GACMAA@BELLSOUTH.NET).

LET US KNOW OF A NEW CLUB IN YOUR AREA SO  WE MAY CONTACT THEM AND

 INVITE THEM TO JOIN THE GEORGIA CHAPTER.

YOU MAY ALSO CONTACT JOE KRENN, MEMBERSHIP CHAIR WITH ANY QUESTIONS 
(JKRENN@CHEROKEETCC.ORG) 

Please be sure to introduce yourself  and welcome our new Chapter mem-
bers/Transfers when you see them at our monthly meetings, or give them a call and  

invite them to your club for lunch or golf.

If you need a membership application please 
email gacmaa@bellsouth.net or call 770-451-9999
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2009 - 2010 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

President Vice President
Maury McDonnell Joe Krenn, CCM
Cartersville Country Club Cherokee Town & Country Club
Tel: 770-382-4882  Fax: 770-386-7370              Tel:  404-365-1214    
mcd@cartersvillecountryclub.com                              jkrenn@cherokeetcc.org

   
     Secretary/Treasurer

  Russ Curtis, CCM
Eagles Landing Country Club

Tel: 770-389-2000  Fax:  770-389-2032
russ.curtis@ourclub.com

Ex-Officio
Gary Lanneau, CCM, Piedmont Driving Club

Tel: 404-870-3285  Fax: 404-875-4089
glanneau@drivingclub.com

DIRECTORS

Chris Clark, CCM, Atlanta Athletic Club, 770-448-2166, cclark@aac1.org

Jeff Blais, CCM, Green Island Country Club, 706-324-7191, jblais@greenislandcc.org

Jaime Walker, CCM, Ansley Golf Club, 404-875-1687; jwalker@ansleygolfclub.org

David Ruddell, CCM, Dunwoody Country Club, 770-394-4492; druddell@dunwoodycc.org

Wiley Haab, CCM, Peachtree Golf Club, 404-233-4426, haabw@bellsouth.net 

MANAGING DIRECTOR
Myra Whorton

Tel: 770-451-9999      Fax: 800-858-9940; gacmaa@bellsouth.net 

Non-Board Member

Assistant Managers Meetings:  Josh Paris, ;Dunwoody CC, 770-394-4492

Josh Thomas,, Atlanta Athletic Club; 770-448-2166 


